
 
 

STOP A WEST COVINA HEALTH DEPARTMENT! 
Attend the On l ine Pub l ic Hear ing 

 
The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has updated health department regulations to 
allow cities to apply to form a health department.  CDPH’s public comment period on the updated 
regulations is currently underway and ends on July 12, 2025.  The public comment period includes both written 
comments and an online meeting on July 10th that the public can attend.  You can participate in this meeting 
with or without commenting. 
 
According to the CDPH, West Covina is the only city that is pursuing a health department, a health 
department that most residents do not want.  I t  i s  v e r y  im po r t an t  CDP H  hea r s  f r om  W es t  
Cov i na  r es i den t s  and  bu s i nesse s .   This sheet will help you participate in CDPH’s upcoming public 
online meeting. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: JULY 10, 2025 
 Time 10:00 am – 12:00 pm 
 Location Microsoft Teams 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE Dial In By Phone +1 916-306-8051 
  United States, Sacramento 
  Phone Conference ID 473 173 024# 
 Note: CDPH’s Notice of Proposed Rulemaking” states:  

Any person may present statements or arguments described in the Notice 
of Proposed Rulemaking.  The Department requests but does not require 
that persons who make oral comments at the hearing also submit a written 
copy of their testimony at the hearing”  (Page 1, emphasis added). 

  Email testimony to:    regulations@cdph.ca.gov   
   Subject Line: DPH-21-009 “New Local Health 
    Department Application”  

▪  Include your name and mailing address  or email address in case CDPH 
needs to provide copies of any notices soliciting additional comments,.  

 

WEST COVINA NEIGHBORS 

07/07/25 jp 

SAMPLE RESIDENT CONCERNS Operating a local health department is a high cost, complex venture with legal 
requirements that must be met regardless of a city’s budget.  How a city council 
manages its current operations reflects how it will likely handle new operations.  Here’s 
some concerns residents have about current city operations and why many residents say 
a regulation is needed that states that any city deemed “high financial risk” may not 
establish a local health department until the State Auditor or State Controller deem that 
city moderate or low financial risk. 

▪ The City has been unable to keep the BKK landfill safe.  State agencies still have to do that for the City. 
▪  The City continues to deficit spend.  For years, including this year, the City spent millions more than it has received. 
▪  The State Auditor has deemed West Covina a financially high risk city—one of the worst in the State. 
▪  City legal expenses have skyrocketed due to lawsuits.  A health department will create more lawsuits. 
▪  The City said the Sportsplex would be a money maker. The City now operates it at a loss of about $500,000 per year. 
▪  The City Council already spends money irresponsibly. One example: Spending three times more on festivals than was 

ever budgeted. 
▪  The Cities of Long Beach and Pasadena have operated their own health department for 100 years.  When they don’t 

obtain grant funding, they must use their general funds and/or layoff employees. 
▪  The Mayor states the proposed health department will cost the city zero dollars.  The truth: the City has already spent 

$1.5 million. 
▪  City Councilmembers will use a local health department for influence and gain. 
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