WEST COVINA NEIGHBORS.org

STOP A WEST COVINA HEALTH DEPARTMENT!
Write the CDPH today!

The California Department of Public Health (CDPH) has updated health department regulations. The
new regulations will allow cities with a population of 50,000 or more to apply to form a health
department. Operating a local health department is a high cost, complex venture with legal
requirements that must be met—regardless of a city’s budget. According to CDPH, West Covina is
the only city that continues to pursue a health department, a health department that most residents
do not want. It s very important CDPH hears from West Covina residents and business
owners. This sheet will help with the written comment process.

itten comments
PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: May 23, 2025 to July 12, 2025 / \:an:stebe received

I

. . by July 12th
WHERE TO SEND WRITTEN COMMENTS Email: regulations@cdph.ca.gov

Fax: (916) 636-6220
Postal Service or Hand Delivery: California Department of Public Health
Office of Regulations
1415 L Street, Suite 500
Sacramento, CA 95814
Important: = At the beginning of your written communication (subject line), please write:
DPH-21-009 “New Local Health Department Application (regulation identifier).

= Be sure to include your name and mailing address or email address in case CDPH
needs to provide copies of any notices soliciting additional comments,.

Your Mame/Email Address
requlations@cdph.ca.gov

SAMPLE
COMMENT

Subject DPH-21-00% "Mew Local Health Departrnent Application
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| |
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| |
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Regulation Request | Please consider adding a regulation that financial stability as determined by an independent audit |
I conducted by the State Auditor or State Controller is necessary and that any city deemed "high risk™ |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

| |

moderate or low risk.

The State Auditor has deemed the City of West Covina a financially high risk city—one of the worst in
the State. West Covina continues to deficit spend and takes on obligations requiring subsidizing. A city
with business practice such as this should not run a local health department.

may not establish a local health department until the State Auditor or State Controller deems that city
Resident Concern —

Thank you.

Your Mame

Your Mailing Address
SAMPLE —————— oo — oo
RESIDENT = The City has been unable to keep the BKK landfill safe. State agencies still have to do that for the City.
CONCERNS = The City continues to deficit spend. For years, including this year, the City spent millions more than it has

received.
= The State Auditor has deemed West Covina a financially high risk city—one of the worst in the State.
Write your = City legal expenses have skyrocketed due to lawsuits. A health department will create more lawsuits.
— = The City said the Sportsplex would be a money maker. The City now operates it at a loss of about $500,000
concern or peryear.
rewrite one = The City Council already spends money irresponsibly. One example: Spending three times more on festivals
of these. than was ever budgeted.
= The Cities of Long Beach and Pasadena have operated their own health department for 100 years. When they
don’t obtain grant funding, they must use their general funds and/or layoff employees.

Original
text is more . . .
effective = The Mayor states the proposed health department will cost the city zero dollars. The truth: the City has

than a form already spent $1.5 million.
letter. = City Councilmembers will use a local health department for influence and gain.
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